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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 9 August 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant alleges that the combination of Hovanky (US Patent 7,046,295) and Wren 
(US Patent 4,764,008) is not possible because removing the base assembly of Hovanky and 
replacing it with the leg assembly of Wren would elimination the rotation ability taught by 
Hovanky. The Examiner believes the Applicant has misconstrued the rejection of claim 1. 
Nowhere in the rejection of claim 1 was it ever suggested to remove the base assembly of 
Hovanky. There is no reason why the base assembly of Hovanky cannot be used in conjunction 
with the leg assembly taught by Wren. Indeed Wren in FIG. 2 discloses a motor mounting 
assembly 36 and frame 38 which are attached to the supporting legs (column 3 lines 21-29). 
This combination of articles 36 and 38 in FIG. 2 could easily be replaced with the base assembly 
used by Hovanky and thus elimination of the base assembly would not be necessary. Then the 
legs taught by Wren could be attached to the base assembly of Hovanky. For these reasons 
Applicant's arguments are not seen to overcome the current rejection of claim 1 . 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 52 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 52 is currently 
dependent on claim 53. Since there is currently no claim 53, it is unclear as to what claim 
Applicant desires claim 52 to depend from. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1, 7, 1 1, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hovanky (US Patent 7,046,295) in view of Wren (US Patent 4,764,008). 

5. With regard to claim 1 Hovanky discloses a surveillance camera mount apparatus, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a saddle (carriage 104, FIG. 1) for attachment to a surveillance camera, said saddle 
comprised of: 

a base (the bottom of 104); 

i 

a first connecting arm (the left upright of 1 04); and 

a second connecting arm (the right upright of 104), said first and said second 
connecting arms at opposite ends of said base; 

an outer yoke (yoke 106, FIG. 1) comprised of: 
a hub (bottom of 1 06); 
a first hanger arm (left upright of 106); and 

a second hanger arm (right upright of 106), said first and said second hanger arms 
at opposite sides of said hub, 

wherein said saddle is nested within said outer yoke and connected along a first axis by 
pivotable connections between said first connecting arm and said second connecting arm with 
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said first hanger arm of said outer yoke and said second hanger arm of said outer yoke (FIG. 1, 
column 3 line 64 - column 4 line 8), respectively. 

Hovanky fails to disclose at least one leg having a first end and a second end, said first 
end of said at least one leg connected to said hub. 

Wren discloses a camera dome covering (FIG. 1) including at least one leg (legs 40, 42, 
44, 46; FIG. 2 and 4) having a first end and a second end, said first end of said at least one leg 
connected to said hub (firame 38). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the mount apparatus of Hovanky to include the dome and legs taught by Wren in order 
to provide the camera in a useful spot while obscuring it fi'om persons being observed (Wren, 
colunm 1 lines 9-15). 

6. With regard to claim 7 Wren discloses at least one channel in said hub, said at least one 
charmel defined by at least a second width and a second length; and 

a leg connector on said first end of said at least one leg connected to said hub, said leg 
connector having at least a third length and a third width, 

wherein said at least a second width and said second length of said at least one channel in 
said hub provides a complimentary fit for said at least a third width and said third length of said 
leg connector [FIG. 4 shows the limitations of this claim, near marker 38 it can be seen a portion 
of leg 40 entering the hub, the opening is the claimed channel and the second length and width 
are the dimensions of that chaimel while the third length and width are the dimensions of the tab 
portion of the leg 40 entering the channel]. 
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7. With regard to claim 1 1 Wren discloses a housing connected to said second end of said at 
least one leg (outer dome 24, FIG. 1), wherein at least a portion of said housing is at least 
partially transparent to said surveillance camera (viewing section 28, column 3 lines 10), 

8. With regard to claim 12 Wren discloses wherein said housing is a hemispherical shaped 
shell (FIG. 1). 

9. With regard to claim 13 Wren discloses wherein a flange (base portion 22, FIG. 1) on 
said hemispherical shaped shell supports said surveillance camera mount apparatus on at least a 
portion of a perimeter of an opening in a ceiling (FIG. 1). 

10. Claims 2-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hovanky (US 
Patent 7,046,295) in view of Wren (US Patent 4,764,008) as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Mooney (US Patent 4,618,886). 

1 1 . With regard to claim 2 Hovanky and Wren disclose the surveillance camera mount 
apparatus according to claim 1 , but fail to disclose wherein said saddle, said outer yoke, and said 
at least one leg are made of an injection molded plastic material. 

Mooney discloses a camera mount where all components are formed from a molded 
plastic (colunm 3 lines 42-44). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the mount apparatus to include the molded plastic parts taught by Mooney in order to 
produce the device inexpensively (Mooney, colunm 3 lines 42-44). 

12. With regard to claims 3 and 4 Mooney discloses removably mounting the camera 
(column 3 lines 6-11) [openings 94, FIG. 2, for use with screws are provided, screws are 
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removable, thus removably mounted]. Furthermore, the definition of the top and bottom surfaces 
of the camera may be viewed as dependant upon perspective and thus the surface to which the 
camera is mounted may be labeled either the top or the bottom. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the mount apparatus of Hovanky and Wren to include the removable mountings of 
Mooney in order to provide a method of easily repairing or replacing the camera without having 
to remove the entire mounting apparatus. 

13. With. regard to claims 5 and 6 Mooney discloses at least one hole in said base, said at 
least one hole (slot) defined by a first diameter (first length and first width) adequately sized for 
removably securing said surveillance camera to said base with a threaded connector (column 3 
lines 6-11) [openings 94, FIG. 2, for use with screws are provided, screws are removable, thus 
removably mounted]. * 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the mount apparatus of Hovanky and Wren to include the removable mountings of 
Mooney in order to provide a method of easily repairing or replacing the camera without having 
to remove the entire mounting apparatus. 

14. Claims 8,^9, 15, 16, 18, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hovanky (US Patent 7,046,295) in view of Wren (US Patent 4,764,008) as applied to 
claims 1 and 1 1 above, and further in view of Schneider (US Patent 6,735,382). 

15. With regard to claim 8 Hovanky and Wren disclose the surveillance camera mount 
apparatus of claim 1, but fail to disclose additionally comprising a hole defined by a second 
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diameter through said hub, wherein said second diameter is sufficiently sized to provide a 
complimentary fit to a mounting tube for supporting said surveillance camera moimt apparatus. 

Schneider discloses a hole (quick release coupling 100, FIG. 2 and 3)defined by a second 
diameter through said hub, wherein said second diameter is sufficiently sized to provide a 
complimentary fit to a mounting tube for supporting said surveillance camera mount apparatus 
(FIG. 2). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the mount apparatus of Hovanky and Wren to include the coupling of Schneider in 
order to easily disconnect the camera housing (Schneider, column 6 lines 10-14). 

16. With regard to claim 9 Examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well known in the 
art to use an o-ring at a coupling point. 0-rings are beneficial in that they provide the ability to 
create a pressurized system that will prohibit dust or other debris from getting within the shell. 
Evidence of this being old and well known is provided by Schneider at column 1 lines 46-50. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the camera mount of Hovanky, Wren, and Schneider to include the old and well 
known o-rings in order to prevent dust and debris from entering the camera system and 
negatively impacting the operation of the systems. 

17. With regard to claim 15 Schneider discloses wherein said housing is a globe shaped shell 
comprising of an upper dome (housing shell 22, FIG. 6) and a lower dome (dome 26, FIG. 5). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the mounting apparatus of Hovanky and Wren to include an upper and lower domes as 
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taught by Schneider in order to provide a aesthetically pleasing, durable housing (Schneider, 
column 2 lines 1-10). 

1 8. With regard to claim 1 6 Schneider discloses wherein said upper dome and said lower 
dome of said globe shaped shell are separable at approximately an equator of said globe shaped 
shell (see FIG. 5). 

.19. Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under the same analysis as claims 8 and 9. 

20. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hovanky (US 
Patent 7,046,295) in view of Wren (US Patent 4,764,008) and Schneider (US Patent 6,735,382) 
as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Tovi (US Patent 4,225,881). 

21. With regard to claim 1 0 Hovanky, Wren, and Schneider disclose the surveillance camera 
mount apparatus of claim 8, but fail to disclose wherein said mounting tube is electrical conduit. 

Tovi discloses wherein said mounting tube is electrical conduit (FIG. 2, electrical cable 
66, tube 18, column 5 lines 37-46). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the mounting apparatus of Hovanky, Wren, and Schneider to include the tube as 
conduit as taught by Tovi in order to hide the electrical wiring of the device thus keeping it safe 
from either intentional damage or liability due to bystanders being exposed to operating wiring. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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22. Claims 14 and 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claini, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

23. Claims 20-5 1 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: There is 
no disclosure in the prior art of the use of pins as described in the above claims. 

24. Claim 52 will be considered allowable upon correction of the previously explained 
dependency error. 

Conclusion 

25. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE^MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated firom the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam L. Henderson whose telephone number is 571-272-8619. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7am to 3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ngoc-Yen Vu can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ALH 

28 October 2007 
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